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Upcoming Events

Next TOS meeting — Tuesday, May 25th at

7:00 p.m.

TOS picnic — July 1% (1:00 p.m.) at
Spanaway Park



Photos from Lakewold Gardens
May Fest

 Thank you members who brought plants to
the show earlier this month. As you can see,
we had a table full of lovely orchids!

Our oldest member, Russ, is a faithful volunteer.
What an example he sets for the rest of us!



Olympia Bonsai Society’s display

Floral arrangements by Ikebana International



NEXT MEETING

Our next meeting is scheduled fbuesday, May 25th at 7:00 p.m.

Location: Bethlehem Lutheran Church
101 E. 38 St.
Tacoma, WA
Program: This month we will watch a video on Cydibins.
- 6:30 p.m. — Orchid Forum (bring your questions eewkive answers)
- 7:00 p.m. — Main program and business meeting

(We hold business meetings every month exceptuigrahd December, when we have special get-
togethers).

Entry to the Church for Meeting

The closed-circuit T.V. is fixed, so the doorbéibsld work. Press the button and you will be
answered by voice or buzzer. The door should egen youpull on it. If not,pushin the door
and thempull out. If that doesn’t work, just buzz us again.




April Show-and-Tell Winners!

Congratulations to Bonnie and Fred!

Bonnie’s Epiidendrum parkinsoniaum won in the
species category

Hybrid winner is Fred's Odbrs Kenneth Bivens
‘Santa Barbara'



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Officers

We have a new vice-president: Claudia! BarbaragBeed to take on another year of the treasury
so Claudia gave the o0.k. to be vice-president.nkhy@u both for your continued dedication to TOS.
We appreciate the enthusiasm and support that yog to the group.

TOS Picnic on July 17th

Our annual picnic is just around the corner. It e at the same location as last year: Spanaway
Park. As usual, we'll have a potluck. Georgidaénd around a sign up sheet before too long.

Pleasethink about what auction items you can donatest kaar we were lacking in participation so
it is important thaeveryone brings something It doesn’t have to be an orchid plant. Anythihgt
you don’t want that you think someone might likegreat.

A Thank You to TOS

We received a very nice thank you letter from ther®) Garden Show [Puyallup Fair]
superintendent and coordinator. They thanked usupparticipation and look forward to working
with us again. They had a record attendance #as with 126,993 visitors.



OTHER INFORMATION

Judging takes place at the UW Botanic Gardens/Cémté&rban Horticulture, Douglas Classroom,
3501 NE 41st St., Seattle, WA, 98105 at 1:00PMhenthird Saturday of the month. Send cut
flowers to: Bill Zimmerman, 222 S. 167th St., Skeat?VA 98148. (from the AOS website).

Don’t forget that our TOS library catalogue iséidton our website.

MORE ABOUT ORCHIDS...

IC Hoping to Return Rare Orchid to Hawaiian Wilds

" # $

JACKSONVILLE — lllinois College students working gave rare orchids received some sobering
news recently.

A single Hawaiian orchid (Platanthera holochilanegning on the island of Kauai has not been seen
for two years now, and researchers in Hawaii fearay be dead.

It was the last one on Kauai and one of only 3éviddal plants left in the wild.

That puts extra pressure on IC students who asegaorchid seedlings — including that plant’s
progeny — in a lab at the college in hopes of rehicing the orchids to Hawaii next March.

That plant on Kauai had been a reliable seed sdarseveral years.
“Our seedlings from the Kauai plant may be the ¢dsheir kind from that island,” said Larry

Zettler, associate professor of biology at lllinGisllege. “The magnitude and urgency of the
research is just now starting to sink in.”



Of the more than 300 seedlings growing slowly atdbllege, Zettler said, he hopes to have up to
100 big enough to take to Hawaii for this firsptri

But March is a long way off, the seedlings grownggéakingly slowly, and a single mold spore can
spoil a flask holding several tiny plants.

“It's heartbreaking,” Zettler said as he examinedf  dozen flasks with various levels of mold
contamination on his desk.

Despite a few disappointments, 98 percent of tiedlsggs are thriving.

Rare orchids such as Platanthera holochila aretbagrbw from seed because a particular fungus
must be present in the soil for the seed to fe@shup

It can be difficult to isolate the right one.

The fungus thought to be right for the Hawaiianhadicdidn’t work, so the seeds are living on agar, a
growing medium.

The pace of growth can be so slow that studenteysYiates, who gave a presentation on the orchid
program to the campus May 3, is graduating and tmaround to see the reintroduction of

seedlings she helped nurture.

Three students — Erin Wood, Tegan Fugate and hillller-Jacobs — will be seniors next year.
They will accompany the orchids to Hawaii.

But first there is a lot of work to do to keep thlants alive and thriving over the summer.

Zettler says one student is going to spend “sonaditguime” with the orchids this summer so they
get plenty of attention.

If all goes well, the population of Hawaiian orchidould be increased by two, three or even four
times once the lllinois College seedlings are added

“But | don’t want to get too many people’s hopes’dettler said. “I've been disappointed before.”
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Meeting Minutes
From April 26, 2010

Ron opened the meeting. No new visitors present.

Barbara Inman has a buyer from Spokane to purcbs€her items. Ron is thinking of getting an
order together. He and Bill can pick up supplie®obke she sells all of her stock. Maybe TOS can
store bark and break them down to sell in smallangjties. We can think about it and discuss next
month.

We always have an e-mail sign-up sheet at our sthoWwepefully gain more members. The biggest
problem is that so many e-mails come back undelbder We will now use a label maker to type up
e-mails addresses. We'll begin this procedure WighLakewold Gardens show. Hopefully this will
eliminate our having to interpret someone elsetsdaiting. Ron spent four hours sending and
resending the newsletter to individuals from thengpfair.

We will not accept snail mailing addresses, oniyials.

There is a lack of volunteers for our Lakewold Genrslshow. We need additional people to help.
There are two shifts per day.

We have a 40 x 70 table for the show. The clubswipply the plastic to cover the table. We need
lots of plants! Please bring flowering orchid gkto Ron’s home on Thursday.

Regarding the spring fair, we had more people stgpipy our booth than during previous years.
One reason was probably because we had more plalisplay, plus Seattle Orchid was nearby
selling plants. Alan from Seattle Orchid refersitors to us to answer questions.

Ron closed the meeting.

Respectfully submitted by Susan Bryant



